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the part a comic one. Certainly his lordship did all in his power to exalt Bassanio at the expense of Shylock, and in omitting Tubal and Shylock's powerful transitions from grief to joy upon receipt of TubaTs news, he cut away one of Shylock's finest tragic scenes. It may be, then, that, without intending to change the character of Shy-lock, he forced the actor of the past to attempt a comic or character interpretation of it, rather than allow it to sink into utter insignificance. Little or nothing is known of the earlier history of Shylock. Richard Burbadge, who died in 1618, is said to have played the part in a red wig, and posterity, jumping to a hasty and somewhat illogical conclusion, suggests that therefore he played it as a comic character. Even admitting the fact of the red wig, I am by no means inclined to accept the inference. But the fact itself is very questionable. The lines from the funeral elegy on Burbadge :
" The red-haired Jew
Which sought the bankrupt merchant's pound of flesh, By woman lawyer caught in his own mesh,"
form the whole foundation of the red wig and comic Shylock theory; and as these lines do not appear in either of the contemporary manuscript copies, which are printed verbatim in the Huth Library Catalogue, it is more than probable that they were composed by Mr. John Payne Collier. That Doggett made Lord Lans-downe's Shylock a comic part, in 1701, seems probable. Downes, forty years prompter at Lincoln's Inn Fields, in his " Roscius Anglicanus," speaks of Doggett as " the only Comick original now extant: witness Solon, Nikin, the Jew of Venice," etc. More convincing is Rowe's remark, which must, I think, refer to the same actor : " Though we have seen the Merchant of Venice received
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